¥% Activists $loy exemption to Aitakility queta

sule

—Section 34 of the Rights of Pentont with
Disabilities Act, 2016

- Provides fon 4y netesvation in okt fen
PwD in govesnment establivhments

—Netification of Secial Justice, Minittsy

« Sestion 34 would wet apply to all
Lotegesies of posts o4 )IPS, RPF and the
police {ences o4 Debhi, Andaman and
Nicohas Telanwds, Ln/&.dm,dwee.f Damon and
Din L Dadra _and Naogas Haveli.

. Digtinvetion. made Between rcombat and nen—

rombat seoles in the serusnity fesnces.

s ThE Ministsy exempted all rombat posks  in
the BSF, CRPF, CISF, ITBP, SSB and the Attam
Rifles 4nom the mnen—Adistrimination and
netesvation previtiont of the RPD Act.
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For digabled citizeng to have the poljice they degeave

The Supreme Court remarked in Patan Jamal Waljl va.
State of Andhna Pradegh thot women with digabllities
are {requently congidered ag "goft tangets' and "eagy
vickimg' {on gexual violence.
+ Against this backdrop, (MHA) hag announced Draft
Accegsibil ity Standandg/Quidelines for facilities
cneated undex (tg control (police sgtations, prisons,
and digagten regponge centres).

+ This undengtanding L8 inaccurate gince access
L& a legal n.,{,g}\f. that 8 granted to digabled
people ag empowered citizens.

e n_{avo e Sta
1. The Standandg provide acceggibility standands
for. senviceg nelated to police gtationg and pnrigons.
2. The Standardg guorantee that pecple with
digabilities who are sugpected of commitiing
caimes recelve proper ineatment, including having
digablled—{niendly accegs to police stationg and
d,Lgabl,e.d—\ﬁa.Lendl,)L e gErnooms.
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3. The Standands give guidance on how to include
people with digabilities in digagter mitigotion,
readiness, negponge, and necovery operatrons.

4. The {edexal govt hag effectively eliminated
the progpect of handicapped people Foning the police
genvice by [ssuing thege guidelines.

9. The Standands include methods {on congtructing
new police stations ag well as upgrading existing
police gtations and prisonsg to make them mone
contemporany, gender—gengitive, and acceggible.

6. They also emphasize disability—inclugive
training {or digaster relief pergonnel, data

col Lection, ond the wge of ICT.

7. Following the univengal degign concept, these
guidelines {mpoge acceggible infragtructure models
for gohoou,] hogpjj;aﬂ_,gj ond sheltexs.

e ag.ay e Standandg:
1. When the Standands claim that accesgsibility 18
gociety's "soclal negpongibility" to the
"di{ferently—obled" they contradict a aights—baged
concept of digability.
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A. Sevenal reagonable accommodations for the
digabled are degenibed ag only recommended in the
Standandg,

3. The Standandg do not require directional
signage to be oacceggible to the visually impaired,
such ag by auditony methods.
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(g0b ity and the baraiens to feminine Lene
The G,ov;!: and the v\on—G,ov;!;aﬁ, on,g,angai;Lon have put
enormous efforts to Lmprove mengtrnal health and
hygiene manogement in the countay

Degpite several initlatives {on the bettenment
of santtation facilitieg for women, centain
groups Like thoge women with digobilities have
been ovenlooked and faced hurdles n acceggLng,
proper ganctation facilities and mengtrual
product s,

Acconding to Cengug 2011) neanly LF million
pengong are digobled and are wnoble to {ully
panticipate n many areag of dally Life.

Emenging concenns:

o Degpite the provigions of the Rights of Pergons
with Digabilities Ack 2016, the realigation of
the x,Lg,h;tg of digabled pengong L& poor

« The girls and women from the poor and
manginaliged groups with digabilities in India
have poon accegs to propen ganitakion genvices

to maintain theinr mengtrual hygiene.



e Thig makes them vulnerable to many
onfectious digeages such ag wnoy taack
infection, candidiagis ond othex infections in
the vag,Lno.JL h,eg,Lov\.

e Due to the gocial and physical barriens, access
to sexual and neproductive health information
and genvices L& suppressed.

e These rssues have Lmpacted the ackive
panticipation of women in the Labour force and
hept away many ginls from school.

Way.s Ahead:

o Evexy menstruating pensgon hag the M',g,l\z!; to
mengtrual health , Knnegpective of thein g,e,v\de)u,
Ldentity, ablfLity, digabllity ox gocloeconomic
stotug,

o Degtroy shtigmag surrounding menstrual heal th
and expanding occess to hygiene products.

o Awarenegs programmes and inctlatives Lo
promote the ng,n;L{chav\ce o{j mengtrual heal th,

o colfaboration of goclety, @ovkt, and non—Govial
organizations



Accessible India Campasgn (AIC)

With (ts deadline of June 2022almost wp, the stotus
01“ ;!:wc,g,etg undex the AIC [s l,ﬂkeﬂ,} Lo be digcugged
dwn,Lv\g, a mee.i;Lng, 0’“ the Centnall Advigony Boond on
DrgablL ity

What (g ATC?

. ATC on Sugamya Bharot Abhiyanis a
P)uog,)uamlauv\ched o genve the differently—able
communityo} the country.

. Tt wag Launched in 2015, the Inteanational Doy
of People with Digabilities.

. The progaam comes with an index to meagure the
degign of digabled—{niendly buildings and human
regounce policles.

. The initiative algo in Line with Article 9 of the
(UN Convention on the RL@H&& of Pexgong with
Digabilities) which India {8 a gignatory since
L 00Y.

. The scheme allgo comeg undex the Penxgong with
DigabllLities Act, 13% {or equal Opportunities and
protection of nights which provides non—



digcnimination in Trangpont to Penxgong with
DrgabLlities.
Recent developments

. The (CPWD)releaged the Hommoniged G,uLde.Q,Lv\eg and
Standandg {or Univensgal Accessibility in Indla
L0 1.

. TTT—Roonkee and the National Institute o{j Usban
Mfoirs of the MoHUA, snevised guidelines aim to
give a holistic appoach.

. BEanflien, the guidelines were for creating a

bom,nﬁen—{‘nee environment, but now ;!;he} are
focusing on univensgal accessbllity.

of (c eagures fon

. The Union Minigter {for Social justice and
Empowerment hag also Launched the 'Sugamya
Bharat App' to complain for eage accessibility {on
PwDs.

. Indiw's Rights of Pexgons with Disabilities Act,
2016, which (s the principal and comprehensive
Legislation conceaning persons with digobilities.



The omyasion e draft digabgly C
Context

The Depantment of Empowerment of Pexgon with
Disobilities (DoEPWD) necently neleaged the dnaft of
the national policy fon persons with disabilities.
Need {or a new pof.icy?

« UN convention The necessity for a new policy
whech neploces the 2006 policy wag {jebt becauge
of multiple factons such ag

o India’s 8igning of the UNg Convention on
Rights of Pexgons with Digobilities.
o New legislation Enactment of Rights of Pexgons
with Digabllities Act 2016
o Which increaged the number of digabilities
from geven conditions to 1 necessitated the
change.

e Tncheon commitment: Being a panty to Lhe
Tncheon Strategy {for Aglon and Pacifie Decade of
Pengong with Digabilities 2013-202

. Chav\g,ed drgcounge: Thege commitments have
chang,ed Lthe digcounge around digabliLity by
shifting the focus from the individual to
gocLely; re

o From a medical model of digability %o a
gociall on human nights model of disability.

o The principle of the drnoft policy (8 to showcage
the Govks commitment to the inclugion and
empowesrment of pexsons with digabilitles
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o By Ph,ode;',v\g, a mechanigm that engures thein

fulll participation in gocilety.
ce o} co ent to ca
+ Mticle 29 of the Convention on Rights of
Pengong with Digabilitieg mandateg thot

o State panties ghould 'engure that pengong
with digabilities con eﬁecﬁveﬂ,y and {Yuﬂ,ﬂ,}
participate in political and public Life

= On on equal bagis with othens, directly
on thnoug}\ freely chogen
nepregentatives...
Rights of Pexgong with Digobilities Act 2016 and
Tncheon goals algo promote panticipotion fn
polLitical procegges and in decigion wmaking.
India doeg not have any policy commitment that
L8 aimed ot enhancing the political. pasticipation
of disabled people.
Section 11 of the Rights of Pexgons with
Digabilities Ack prescaibes that

o "The ECT and the Stote Efection Commyissions
ghoall ensure that all polling stations ase
acceggible to pengong with digabilities.

o And all matenials related Lo the electonal
procegs are eagily undengtandable by and
acceggible to them'.

A,Q,izhoug,l'\ this mandate hag been in existence for
a few yeans, the disabled people still nepont
acceggibil ity Lssues before and on election day,
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o« There (8 often a Lack o} accessible polling
boothg in many Locations,

e The Lack of Live aggnegate dota on the exact
number of the digabled people in eveny
congtituency only funthens their
mang nal LgatLon.

@M‘M&mﬁgﬂ

« Digabled people are not repregented ev\Oug,H at
oLl three Levels of govennance,

e But {‘ew stotes have beg,un the initiative at
focal flevels ro [ncreage panticipation.

« For Eg. Chhottisgash stasted the initiative of
noanouthg, ot leagt one digabled pexgon in each
panchayat.

o I} a digaobfled pexson L8 not elected then
they are nominoted ag a panchayat membexr og
pen chang,es in the Law concerned.

Recommendat Lon:

e The policy con {jou,ow a {‘owc,—mong,ed appnoach:

11 Capacity bule,dLng,: Incm,eag;'u\g, the capaccty and

'empowening memberg of digabled people’s

ong,anLgatLon ﬂvuough

o Training in the electonal gystem, Govt
structure, and bagic ong,anLgatLonajL and
advocacy. skl g,

Q] Leg,ajl, and m,eg,udl,aton} {‘namewom,k: The creaton,

amendment on removal of Legal and regulatory

pramewonrks by Lawmokens and election bodies,
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o To encourage the polLitical. ponticipotion of
the disablled.
31 Paxticipation of civil gociety: Inclugion of civil
socLeties to 'conduct domesgtic election obgenvation
on votex education campoigng.
4] Framework {or outreach by political panties: A
pramewonrk. fon political. panties to conduct a
maav\Lv\g,{juﬂ, outreach to persons with digabll(ties,
o When creating election compaign staategies
and developing policy posgitions
Concfugion
« The document emphagis the point that centnal and
state Govis must work togethes with othes
stakeholdens to '‘moke the h,Lg,Hi; neal !
e Thig h;:g)\t con be made neal only when it
includeg politicol aightspolitical panticipation.
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