








Have coastal ecosystem norms been violated? 
In News 

 CAG of India presented a report in the Parliament 
based on the observations from an audit of 

-
 

 Report evaluates the effectiveness of the 
conservation process being followed by Centre and 
States in coastal ecosystems. 

o CAG has a constitutional mandate to undertake 

programmes. 
Overview: 

 Govt. had come up with the Coastal Regulation 
Zone Notification (CRZ) 2019. 

 This classifies the coastal area into different 
zones for regulation.  

 Framework visions an institutional mechanism for 
the implementation of the CRZ with an overall 
objective of  

o Integrated Coastal Zone Management 
Programme (ICZMP). 

Key findings of the report: 
 -
large-scale CRZ violations in the coastal parts.  

 Incidences of illegal construction activities, 
effluent discharges from local bodies, industries 



and aquaculture farms into the sensitive coastal 
ecosystems.  

 National Coastal Zone Management Authority 
(NCZMA) envisioned as the apex institution for the 
implementation of the CRZ policy  

o Has been functioning as an ad-hoc body due to 
the failure of the Environment Ministry to 
notify NCZMA as a permanent body. 

 It is being reconstituted every few years and this 
has had an adverse impact on its functioning and 
its effectiveness. 

 Expert Appraisal Committees (EACs): Committee of 
scientific experts and senior bureaucrats who 
evaluate the feasibility of an infrastructure 
project and its environmental consequences 

o Were found to be absent during some project 
deliberations. 

o Also in some instances, the members of the EAC 
being fewer than half of the total strength 
during deliberations. 

 State Coastal Zone Management Authority had not 
been reconstituted in Karnataka and there was 
delayed reconstitution in States like Goa, Odisha 
and WB.  

 District Level Committees (DLCs) of TN lacked 
participation from local traditional communities. 
In Andhra Pradesh DLCs were not even established. 



Some projects were being approved despite serious 
concerns raised with respect to them in the EIA 
reports.


